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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election of Species I, figures 1-4, in the reply filed on 05 November 2008 is 
acl<n owl edged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed 
errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without 
traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

2. Claims 4-19 withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being 
drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 3 is objected to because it appears Applicant intended for "said stepper face" to 
be changed to -said stopper face- (line 5). Appropriate correction is required. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the Invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hein et al. 
(US 2002/0100243) in view of Schmieder et al. (US 6,391,470). Hein et al. disclose a steering 
support member structure (for example, as can be seen in figure 1) comprising: 

• Steering support member body (for example, including #10) configured to be arranged 
substantially in a vehicle width direction (for example, including direction "x") inside a front 
portion of a vehicle interior (for example, including under an instrument panel) 
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• The steering support member body being divided into a first member (for example, including 
#14) having a driver seat side portion (for example, including left portion of #14 in figure 1) 
and a central portion (for example, including right portion of #14 in figure 1), and a second 
member (for example, including #16) having a front passenger seat side portion (for 
example, including some portion of #16, or #16 in its entirety) 

• Dividing portion (for example, including portion where #14 connects to #16) of the steering 
support member body is provided with a connecting portion (for example, including #20) 
comprising a box-shaped insertion portion (for example, including #22) and a receiving 
portion (for example, including receiving portion formed within walls #17 of second member 
#16) into which the insertion portion is to be engaged substantially in the vehicle width 
direction (for example, can be seen in figures 1, 2) 

• The receiving portion comprises a stopper face (for example, including surface #16 abuts at 
its outer end, such as end cap, pillar, door, or similar component) at a deep portion thereof 

• The stopper face being configured to restrict an engaged amount of the insertion portion (for 
example, the surface #16 abuts at its outer end, such as end cap, pillar, door, or similar 
component, would restrict an engaged amount of the insertion portion #22) 

• The insertion portion comprises a stepped portion (for example, including frame #30) 
loclcable (for example, frame #30 prevents movement of #22 within #16 beyond the extent 
where edge of #16 would abut a surface of #30; can be seen in figures 1, 2) at an inlet 
portion (for example, including portion of #16 that initially receives #22, as shown in figure 2) 
of the receiving portion in a fitting direction (for example, including direction "x") 

• The stopper face and the stepped portion enable insertion fitting (including paragraphs 001- 
008, 0022-0026). 
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While examiner lias pointed out a first embodiment of Hein et al. ('243) above, otiier 
embodiments may also read on Applicant's claimed invention. 

Hein et al. disclose the connecting portion (for example, including #20) being made of a 
light alloy (including Abstract, paragraph 0025). However, Hein et al. do not specifically disclose 
the steering support member body being constituted by a light alloy. Schmieder et al. teach a 
steering support member structure (for example, as can be seen in figures 1, 8) comprising a 
steering support member body (for example, including #10, 80-86) constituted by a light alloy 
(including middle of column 3, column 8, and claims). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the steering support 
member body to be constituted by a light alloy, as taught by Schmieder et al., so as to make the 
body from a lightweight, inexpensive material (Schmieder et al.: including middle of column 3, 
column 8). Further, it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select 
a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as matter of obvious design 
choice, and would yield predictable results. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Sugawara, Tanaka et al., Reddig et al., Matsutani, and Matsuzaki et al. disclose a 
steering support member structure for a vehicle. Panoz discloses a frame member connecting 
portion including receiving and insertion portions. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to LAURA FREEDMAN whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-2442. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30am-5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Nguyen can be reached on (571 ) 272-6952. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John Q. Nguyen/ Laura Freedman 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3616 Examiner 

Art Unit 3616 



